Cuddington and Dinton Church of England School
Minutes of Parent Forum
Held at Cuddington & Dinton CofE School, Cuddington Site on 7th November 2025

Present: Nicola Wilde (Chair), Melissa Lamburn (Y6), Poppy Smith (Y5), Karen Gwynne (Y4), Rachel Ford (Y2), Gill Hargreaves (YR1), Annie Powell (YR)
Apologies: Samantha Rockett (Y3) 
The parent forum reps decide on whether they take the topics raised to the agenda for discussion. The topics should be related to the school in general, and anything relating to specific classes should be raised by the parent directly with the teacher (the parent rep will let you know if this is the case). 
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Item 	Topic 			Minute 
1. Forest school 		
Feedback on the Infant site Forest school has been very positive. This is a well-received contribution to the school by children and parents.

2. After School Club (ASC)	
Feedback has been very positive across both sites. Children enjoy the outdoor part of the sessions. The varied snacks have also been a big success. There is a table inside for creative play (like origami) when children return from the outdoors.
Parents have asked if it is possible to have siblings across both sites join at one but logistically this is not currently possible.
Some parents have expressed an interest in having a midway pick-up option between the current times. There will be a Parent Survey towards the end of this term to gain an overall understanding of the requirements.
Booking system using School Gateway. There have been some concerns raised as to how best to block book with different day requirements and confusion over details in the confirmation email. The Manage Booking section in School Gateway lists the times booked. It would be preferable not to purchase a separate app just for bookings. This will be included in the survey.

3. School Run Clubs		
Clubs proved very popular, and parents struggle to book onto different clubs, especially with more than one child.
There was a huge amount of interest in the Christmas Craft club but there is not capacity or day availability to run another session. School keeps records of all attendees and preference will be given to those who missed out next year.

School will look at whether they can open the club booking on Infants and Juniors on separate days to help with this. A ballot style approach was suggested but this won’t alleviate the capacity points and creates overhead.

4. Wellies at the Junior site	
Parents at the Junior site are keen that the wellies they purchased last year are used more frequently now that the welly stores have been built. One store is still to be completed for Yr5 and Yr6, but it has been purchased.

Children being able to use their wellies on the playing fields more at lunchtime was discussed. This can be limited due to the timings around lunch being served and staffing requirements.

5. The Pond area		
School is keen for the natural pond area at the Junior site to be opened and used more. Mrs Bowman is assessing what needs to be done before it can be used again (cleaning, fixing the gate). This may also link in with OPAL play initiatives. Parents suggested a pond study club could be a good future option.

6. OPAL Play			
Children going out even when drizzling. There are tuff trays on site for smaller item play. A shed has been built for storing donations at the Junior site and items are being stored in the PE shed at the Infant site. Several tyres, even two tractor tyres, and a kitchen sink have been donated. There is cardboard, dressing up items, pots and pans and even swimming noodles to play with. Children have given very positive feedback about the creative lunchtime plays options. The library is also open at Juniors site during lunch break.

7. Bag Tags			
Query raised as to whether the school issued blue bag tags were the only agreed option. Whilst it is hoped there is enough room on the tags, if there is a list of authorised adults on the bag if does not need to be the blue tag itself.
8. Wet weather PE
Plans for wet weather PE at the Junior site whilst the hall is still not in use were discussed. It is hoped that the hall will be back in use soon. In the meantime, PE will be held outside, when possible, even if it is drizzling. 
9. School Trips		
School will make sure that the school phone is used, shared and passed around all groups.

10. School councillors	
System for selecting queried as may appear as a popularity vote. Hard to change as the system is aligned to the democratic process. School also keeps records of each position help and ensure that by the end of Yr6 every child has fulfilled a role.

11. Christmas Carol Service	
Some parents felt the Carol Service seemed very choir heavy and wondered if there could be individual class songs too. Whilst that may not be possible this year, parents are reassured that all classes will be singing and are currently practicing.


A.O.B Parking Dinton site. 	
Parking on the white lines on the main road, close to the Church has caused traffic issues recently. Reminder to parents to park in authorised areas or up by the Church itself. 

Date of Next Meeting.	The next meeting will be held on Friday 13th February 2026 at the Junior site.

	 



