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What is 
phonics?

Phonics

Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and 
write. It helps children hear, identify and use different 
sounds that distinguish one word from another in the 
English language.

Synthetic phonics
The most widely used approach associated with the teaching of 
reading in which phonemes (sounds) associated with particular 
graphemes (letters) are pronounced in isolation and blended 
together (synthesised). For example, children are taught to take a 
single-syllable word such as cat apart into its three letters, 
pronounce a phoneme for each letter in turn /c,a,t/, and blend the 
phonemes together to form a word.

http://dera.ioe.ac.uk/5551/2/report.pdf


What is 
phonics?

Phonics

Phonics provides children with the tools to 
learn to read and develop a love of books and 
reading.

Through learning to decode, recognise tricky 
words and high frequency words by sight, 
leads to greater fluency.

Practising these skills at home and at school 
leads to greater confidence and success. It 
also leads to greater retention of the sounds 
and words.



What is 
phonics?

PhonicsLet’s watch this Bug Club video to give you a 
little bit more information.



Importance 
of Early 
Reading  

Phonics

Five minutes a day can make so much 
difference.

We recommend a minimum of three reads per 
week.
1st read is needed to decode
2nd read less decoding and show more 
understanding of what they are reading
3rd read fluent and using expression, 
intonation



What is 
fluency?

Phonics

Reading Fluency

Fluency is defined as the ability to read 
with speed, accuracy and proper 
expression and prosody. In order
to understand what they read, children 
must be able to read fluently whether 
they are reading aloud or silently. When 
reading aloud, fluent readers read in 
phrases and add intonation appropriately. 
Their reading is smooth and has 
expression.



What is fluency?
Phonics



Top Tip!

Phonics

Spot the tricky bit- look for 
digraphs/trigraphs/quadgraphs

Sound out the word

Read the word



Phonic 
Interventions

We are quick to notice gaps in children’s phonic learning and 
provide extra practice for children who need to catch up. 
This happens through short interventions working on the 
sounds that the children do not know  or sounds that they 
cannot always apply when reading and writing. All staff at 
school attend a weekly phonics meeting to ensure 
consistency in our approach across the school.

It is about retaining the sounds- quick recall of flashcards 
at a good pace. Reading words with a focus sound- spotting 
the digraph or trigraph within the words and then reading 
the word. Revisiting sounds already covered. It builds 
confidence and helps the children to overlearn sounds. The 
children also have  a chance to apply the focus sound when 
reading unfamiliar, alien words.



Phonics



Phonics



Reading 
Diaries

We would love you to help us to support your child by:

 Taking the time to listen to your child reading at home- it 
is beneficial to their future.

 Writing a comment that helps us to know what they have 
done well with or what they need more practise with- e.g. 
did they impress you with blending or were they fluent on 
the first read. It could be that your child has improved 
with using expression or reading to the punctuation. It’s 
helpful to know if there is a sound that is causing a 
problem or a tricky word, so that we can work on this in 
class.

 We want your child to develop the skill of reading as it 
underpins so much of their learning- let’s work together!



Phonics 
Screening 
Check 2024

Information 
for Parents

Phonics



Preparing for 
the Phonic 
Screening 

Check
(PSC)

Phonics

At this point in Year 1 (Summer 1) will have 
reached a point in Bug Club Progression where 
they are now revisiting Phase 5 content in 
preparation for the Phonics Screening Check 
(PSC). Whilst children learn phonics to help 
them with both word reading and spelling, the 
Phonics Screening Check only tests their 
skills at word reading, also known as decoding



What is the 
phonics 

screening 
check?

Phonics

The phonics screening check is a short 
assessment to check if individual children 
have learnt phonic decoding to an appropriate 
standard. This is one way the children learn 
to read.

The check consists of 40 words, 20 real 
words and 20 pseudo-words that your child 
will be asked to read one-to-one with a 
teacher. 

It helps to identify the children who need 
extra help so they are given support by their 
school to improve their reading skills. 



Who is it 
for? 

Phonics

The screening check is for all Year 1 pupils 
and children in Year 2 who previously did not 
meet the standard of the check in Year 1. 

Is it compulsory? 

It is a statutory requirement for all schools 
to carry out the screening check. 



When does 
the Phonic 
Check take 

place? 

Phonics

The phonics screening check takes place in 
June of each year.

This year, the screening checks begin on 
Monday 10th June 2024.



What skills 
do children 

need to meet 
the standard 

of the 
phonics 

screening 
check? 

Phonics

All children need to be able to identify sounds associated 
with different letters, and letter combinations, and then 
blend these sounds together to correctly say the word on 
the page. 

The same skill is needed whether the word is a real word 
or a non-word. The words gradually get harder through 
the check as the combinations of letters become more 
complicated. 

Children will also need to recognise ‘alternative’ sounds in 
real words, such as ‘y’ in the word happy having the 
pronunciation ‘e’.



What 
happens with 
the scores?

Phonics

After the check has taken place in June, schools will be 
given the ‘pass’ mark. The pass mark has always been 32 
out of 40.

Schools do not publish data but they inform parents of 
their child’s score.

Schools use the information to find ways to support the 
children who do not reach the score and the result will 
provide teachers with information to help develop the 
child’s skills in phonics.



Is it 
stressful?

Phonics
The assessment is age-appropriate, with 
children sitting with a teacher who they 
know. Reading one-to-one with a teacher 
is a familiar activity for Key Stage 1 
children. It should be an enjoyable 
activity for children and takes no more 
than a few minutes.



How can you 
help at 
home?

Phonics



Phonics

Sample materials are available on the 
education.gov.uk website. Below is an 
example from the 2012 Phonics Screening 
Test. 

All papers from previous years are online.
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