
Week beginning 18th May 2020 
Year 2 activities – English 
 

Phonics and Spelling 
 

In Year 2 we have daily phonics lessons learning different spelling rules, but we do still 
continue to practise the graphemes learnt in Year 1. Please use the below link to remind 

yourselves of some of these. Practising these will help your reading and spelling.  
 

There will be new lessons published so keeping looking and learning! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLuGr6z2H2KNGObda6B-T36vJlZYN06lOh 
 
 
 

Spelling lists 
 

Week 1: the sound ‘zh’ spelt ‘s’    

television, treasure, usual, division, vision, pleasure, measure, occasion, usually, leisure 
 

Week 2: words ending in -tion   
station, fiction, motion, national, section, addition, subtraction, potion, option, introduction 
 

 

 

 

 

Focusing on the spelling of common exception 

words (above) and high frequency words would 

also be beneficial. 

(some words do appear in both sets) 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLuGr6z2H2KNGObda6B-T36vJlZYN06lOh


Activity 1 
 

For this activity you will need to watch Handa’s Noisy Night. 

 

  

 

 

 

In this story, Handa finds it difficult to sleep because of all the noises she hears. I would like 

you to think about the different noises you can hear in different places.  

Start this activity by watching this onomatopoeia song, which we have seen at school 

before. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f1b5kCvVBo8 

Task: Go into your garden. Listen very carefully. 
  

What can you hear?  
What is making a sound? Birds? Cars? People?  
What is the sound they are making?  
Can you hear any quieter sounds in the distance? Are there any louder sounds?  
Are there several sounds happening at once? 
 

On a piece of paper, make a bank of words that describe the sounds that you can hear. 

If you need help thinking of some words, here is a printable list and a useful website. 

https://thebookprofessor.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Onomatopoeia-Word-List.pdf 

https://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-onomatopoeia-in-nature.html 

Sounds in my garden 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f1b5kCvVBo8
https://thebookprofessor.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Onomatopoeia-Word-List.pdf
https://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-onomatopoeia-in-nature.html


Activity 2 
 

In activity 1 you were only thinking of sound. For this activity you will need to think about 
all of your senses.  
 
When we write descriptively, we can describe more than one sense to make it more 
interesting.  
 
Task: Create a bank of adjectives for our senses.   
 
 

Adjectives to describe sight 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adjectives to describe sound 
 

Adjectives to 
describe how 

something feels 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adjectives to 
describe how 

something smells 
 

 

Adjectives to 
describe how 

something tastes 
 

 
 

 
 



Activity 3 
 

Task: Imagine you are somewhere else and describe where you are. I have provided some 
photos below. If you would like to find your own image, then that is fine. Remember, do 
not only describe what you can see and be imaginative. Just because it’s not in the 
photograph, doesn’t mean it couldn’t happen or be there.  
 

Try to start your sentences in different ways. Do not start with ‘I can see…’, ‘I 
can hear…’, ‘I can feel…’ all the time. Make your sentences interesting. I have 
included a bank of sentence starters to help you and I have written some 
examples for you.  
 

You can also use the word banks you created for your last homework.  
 

 
 

 

Sentence starters 

In the middle of the…    Above the clouds… 

Under the bridge…    Below the water… 

Over the bridge…    Under the ground… 

In the distance…              At the bottom of the waterfall… 

Far away…                                                  Between the blades of grass… 

Inside the…      Bursting through the clouds… 

At the end of the…    Deep in the water… 

Next to the…     As I walk through… 

Nearby…      When I touch the… 

Opposite the…     When I look below… 

The ______ tastes…    Within the trees there are… 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Year 2, remember the steps we take when we describe a place in a photograph. 

Step 1: Pick an image          Step 2: talk about it, imagine, and write notes 

 

 

 

Step 3: Remember, you are imagining you are there. Where are you at the beginning of your 

description? Think about how you’re going to start it.  

 

Step 4: Get all of your resources ready – word banks, sentence starters, sharpened pencil, a ruler to 

cross out mistakes.  

 

Step 5: Write your description.  

 

These are my examples to help you. 

Example 1 

My old, brown boat is taking me along the river. It is cold and there are small fish swimming. Birds are 

chirping in the trees and the sun is bright.  

Example 2 

I am sat quietly in my boat. The wind feels cold on my face and I can see small, black fish swimming 

beneath me. My arms are aching from rowing. Birds chirp and tweet from the top of the trees and the 

sun shines brightly in front of me.  

Example 3 

I slowly row forward along the river. The cold, gentle breeze of the morning air brushes past my face. 

Beneath the boat, small black fish swim gracefully as if they were dancing to a tune. My oar is heavy, 

but I keep rowing. In the distance, I hear the faint calls of birds sat in the trees. Chirp. Tweet. I wonder 

what they are saying to each other. In front of me the sun beams down brightly onto a large, rocky 

sculpture. My eyes squint in the brightness. The sun is telling me where to go, leading me to a great 

adventure. 

- On a river          - reflections 

- Semi-circle        - circle 

- Trees      - bushes      - on a boat? 

- Cold – morning time?  

- Sun in the distance  

- Could be another boat in the distance? 
(even though I can’t see it, it doesn’t mean 

I can’t imagine it) 

- Birds in trees        - adventure  

- What’s beyond the bridge?    

- Gentle breeze     - What’s in the water? 


